
7 Leaving A Legacy

This summer, the North Carolina General Assembly
created the University Cancer Research Fund with the
passage of the 2007 state budget. The fund, established to
accelerate cancer research at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill's School of Medicine and its
Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center, will provide
$25 million in 2007-2008 and is slated to increase to $50
million per year beginning in 2009. 

With this new funding, the UNC School of Medicine
and Lineberger are poised to continue their international
leadership in cancer research, officials said. The research
funding will serve to improve the quality of life and
treatment of cancer patients nationwide and enhance
UNC's access to science and technology. It will also
increase UNC Lineberger's partnerships with UNC-CH
physical sciences departments and the UNC School of
Public Health to discover and disseminate knowledge across
the spectrum of cancer research, and make real improvements
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North Carolina Legislators Establish
University Cancer Research Fund

continued on page 3

Dr. Tom Shea, Senate President Marc Basnight, 
and UNC President Erskine Bowles

Lines

Cancer survivors took part in the news conference.
Shown above (left to right) are Senator Walter
Dalton; Melissa Blackwell of Mebane; Susan Lamar
of Rocky Mount; Representative Hugh Holliman,
himself a cancer survivor; Jack Hyer of Chapel Hill;
and Eric Bergeron of Raleigh. Lamar and Hyer are
members of UNC Lineberger’s Board of Visitors.

Senator Linda Garrou; Dr. Carolyn Sartor; 
Dr. William L. Roper, dean of the UNC School of 

Medicine and chief executive officer of the 
UNC Health Care System; and Dr. Lisa Carey.

"Having the state
government make a 

long-term investment 
in decreasing the 
burden of cancer 
and, ultimately, 

the burden of cancer
health care costs, 

is truly visionary."
National Cancer Institute Director 

Dr. John E. Niederhuber
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As a child in China, Yue Xiong had no plans to
become a scientist. "I dreamed of many different
types of professions when I was a kid," he says. "A
surgeon, a diplomat or an army general, but not a
scientist." 

Now a professor of biochemistry and biophysics
and leader of UNC Lineberger's cancer cell biology
program, Xiong believes it was good fortune that his
admission scores to Shanghai's Fudan University fell
short for acceptance to the math department, one of
the top programs in China. Instead, he was
admitted to his second choice: biology.

Finding A Path
During a postdoctoral fellowship in the United
States, Xiong became interested in how normal cell
proliferation is controlled. "It became increasingly
clear to me, and to many other researchers in the
field, that if we could better understand how normal
cells control their proliferation, we could better
understand how tumor cells proliferate in an
uncontrolled manner," he explains.

At UNC, Xiong's research focuses on cell
proliferation control and tumorigenesis. "Our
research is directed at understanding how the
cancerous tumors are developed and where we
could identify a target for therapeutic intervention,"
he says. 

Chronicling tumor cell growth is vitally
important in understanding the development and

progression of cancer. Nearly
one-quarter of deaths in North
Carolina are related to the
disease.

"Knowing and seeing that
our research could directly,
and hopefully in the near
future, benefit the people in

the state, as well as around the country, is one of the
most rewarding aspects of my work," says Xiong.

Living The American Dream 
Xiong grew up in the Jiangxi province in the
southern part of China in what he describes as
extremely poor living conditions. 

"Somehow all I remember from those days are
the fun, playing and no stress brought on by exams
or job anxiety," he says. "This was during a period in
China known as Cultural Revolution, when all
colleges were closed and everyone went to farms in
the rural countryside after graduating from high
school."

Xiong's father had planned a career as either a
bureaucrat or a college professor. "He was stripped
of his profession by the political repression during
the years of so-called anti-right movement and then
cultural revolution," Xiong says. "Instead, he spent
most of his adult life as a farmer." 

After receiving a bachelor's degree in
microbiology from Fudan University, Xiong
completed a year of training in an English School at
Zhongshan University in Guangzhou and a year of
research experience at the Chinese Academy of
Science in Shanghai. He came to the United States
in 1984 to begin his doctorial study at the
University of Rochester and joined the faculty of
UNC in 1993. 

"For an immigrant like me, I can't ask for more
of the American Dream," Xiong says. "I came here as
a poor college graduate with $500 borrowed from
the Chinese government. I received my education
here, got a challenging yet fulfilling job, and I am
living in one of the 'best places' in the country -- I'd
say in the world as well. I am working with
something I love very much and getting paid for it,
surrounded by wonderful friends and colleagues,
and watching my daughter going to college soon.
Life is good."•

Yue Xiong

Defects in critical gene lead to
accelerated lung tumor growth

Scientists at UNC Lineberger and Harvard
reported that a tumor suppressor gene called
LKB1 is mutated in almost a quarter of all human
lung cancers. In mice, these mutations result in
tumors that are more aggressive and more likely
to spread throughout the body. 

"Defects in this gene appear to result in a much
nastier form of lung cancer, a disease that is bad
to begin with," said Dr. Norman Sharpless, an
assistant professor of medicine and genetics in the
UNC School of Medicine, a member of the UNC
Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center and a
senior author of the study. 

The study, published online August 5, 2007, in
the journal Nature, also presents the first mouse
model of the most lethal malignancy in man, a
form of lung cancer called squamous cell
carcinoma. 

Sharpless added, "This mouse model will
enable us to determine how this gene is important
for lung cancer and to develop therapies targeted
in a way that can help human patients."

To determine whether the model mirrors the
genetic events of human lung cancer, the

researchers analyzed DNA
from non-small cell lung
cancer patients treated at
UNC and affiliated hospitals. 

"Based on this study and
ones like it we should be able
to sort patients into groups
based on exactly what genetic
lesion is causing their cancer,"
said Dr. Neil Hayes, an

assistant professor of medicine in UNC's School of
Medicine, a member of UNC Lineberger and co-
author of the study. "Then we can make better
treatment decisions depending on which therapy
is most likely to target that defect."

Sun exposure linked to specific
skin cancer gene mutation
New research from the UNC Schools of Medicine
and Public Health shows that different subtypes
of melanoma are associated with sun exposure.
Exposure to sun between birth to 20 years old
may increase the risk of melanomas with BRAF
gene mutations (about half of all melanomas).
This is some of the first data to link early-life
sunlight exposure to a specific mutation in
melanomas. 

"The findings suggest that melanoma subtypes
have different causes. This is important for
learning more about how to prevent and treat skin
cancer," says Nancy Thomas, associate professor
of dermatology in the UNC School of Medicine, a
member of UNC Lineberger and lead author of
the study. She hopes the results will strengthen
current recommendations to protect children

from sun exposure.  
The findings come from the initial phase of an

ongoing study that will ultimately include more
than 1,000 patients from the U.S. and Australia.

The study was published in the May 2007
issue of the journal Cancer Epidemiology
Biomarkers and Prevention.

False-positive mammograms have
long-term negative consequences 
U.S. women experience about 10 to 15 times as
many false positives as European women, more
than any other country in the world.

"Women are scared by these abnormal tests, and
their feelings of anxiety linger, sometimes for years,"
said Noel T. Brewer, Ph.D., assistant professor of
health behavior and health education. "This kind of
stress is unnecessary and unproductive to both their
physical and mental well-being." Brewer is a
member of UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer
Center.  As a result of the false-positives, American
women were more likely to conduct breast self-
examinations, and were more likely to come back
on time for their next mammogram. 

The findings have implications for health care
policy, too. "This study should prompt policy
makers to require mammograms to be more
accurate," Brewer says. "We also need to have the
abnormal mammograms resolved as quickly as
possible, because studies have shown that women
who get their final results sooner are less anxious." 

The results were published in the April 2, 2007,
issue of the Annals of Internal Medicine.
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The Super Colon Visits Chapel Hill
A 20-foot long, 8- foot high replica of the human colon - Super
Colon -  visited Chapel Hill's Meadowmont Village on May 18-
19 when more than 900 people toured the exhibit.  UNC
nurse volunteers staffed the exhibit and answered questions
and handed out information about colon cancer prevention
and screening.  On Saturday, children's activities included a
visit from Calvin the Klown as well as a face painter and a
moonwalk, while the adults enjoyed the sounds of Chapel Hill
band, the Nomads.

Thanks to organizing committee members Dave Hill,
manger of the Meadowmont Community Association; Gary
Humphrey, oncology district manager for sanofi aventis; and
Janis Tillman, owner of Moondance Gallery in Meadowmont
Village and longtime UNC Lineberger volunteer.

The Super Colon visit was sponsored by UNC Health Care
and UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center. The
Super Colon was provided by The Cancer Research and
Prevention Foundation through an educational grant from
sanofi aventis.•

Komen Race 2007 
The 2007 Komen Race was a huge
success. UNC's team was 283 strong,
including more than 70 Sole Sisters led
by captain and UNC nurse practitioner
Judy Swasey. UNC breast cancer
patient, Karla Werner, with her
husband, Frank (right) and trainer Joey
Anderson (left). Karla ran the Boston
marathon in 2006 after having just
begun chemotherapy and won a
finisher’s medal for her amazing time.
Karla is a 20-year runner and recent
marathoner. To read more of Karla’s
story, visit www.nccancerstories.org.

Jim Hedrick and his late wife Pansy have been involved with UNC Lineberger
Comprehensive Cancer Center for more than 10 years as members of the
Board of Visitors.  Jim served as Chair of the Board of Visitors from 2000-
2005 and received UNC Lineberger's Outstanding Service Award in 2002.

When Pansy was diagnosed with lymphoma in the early 1990's, they saw
firsthand the great strides that UNC Lineberger was making in the fight
against cancer.  Jim says that Pansy directly benefited from all the research
and clinical trials available at comprehensive cancer centers like UNC
Lineberger.  

After Pansy's death in 1999, Jim decided to honor her legacy further by
creating a bequest in his will that will benefit UNC Lineberger.  He realizes
that the key to saving the lives of his family and friends is the groundbreaking

research being conducted
at UNC. He wants UNC
Lineberger researchers and
physicians to have the
resources they need 
to develop innovative
therapies and provide
leading-edge treatments to
those suffering from this
dreaded disease as quickly
as possible.

A bequest to UNC
Lineberger can be made for
a specific amount, for a
percentage of your estate,
or even for a portion of the

residual of your estate after you have made bequests to your family and
others. You may make a bequest when you execute a new will or you can add
it to an existing will through a codicil. For more information, please call
Debbie Dibbert at 919-966-5905.•

leaving aLegacy

Jim Hedrick

As these youngsters explored the
Super Colon, they were able to get
an up-close look at healthy colon
tissue as well as colorectal polyps.

Robin Hutchison is a breast cancer survivor and an advocate for UNC Lineberger Comprehensive
Cancer Center.  Robin was diagnosed with cancer at the age of 48 and although her mother and
grandmother had both been diagnosed with breast cancer, Robin did not think she would get it
in the prime of her life, especially as an active mother of three. Robin went through an aggressive
regimen, which included chemotherapy, radiation and surgery as part of her treatment.  From the
beginning, Robin felt she was part of a "team."

Now, as a six-year survivor, you can find Robin continuing to be involved with her "team" by
supporting UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center
on several fronts as a volunteer.  Robin is a member of the
Breast Center Advisory Committee where she participates in
bi-annual meetings to stay informed about the most up-to-
date cancer detection and treatment trends.  In addition to
her involvement with the Breast Center Advisory Board,
Robin has helped Lineberger raise money by telling her story
in letters to potential supporters.  She also volunteers her
time with Lineberger special events, like Tickled Pink, an all-
pink series of events to raise awareness and funds for
women's cancers.  

Robin is the Marketing Director for Carolina Parent
Magazine, where she has worked since 1993. When Robin
isn't volunteering to help Lineberger she spends her spare
time reading, cooking, exercising and watching movies at the
theater.  UNC Lineberger is lucky to have an advocate such
as Robin. We are grateful for her efforts and continued
support.•

volunteerSpotlight

Robin Hutchison

“Hugh Morton’s North Carolina” notecards
on sale to benefit UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center

Cards feature four North Carolina landscapes by renowned
photographer Hugh Morton, and are sold in packs of 12
(with 12 envelopes) for $20. The notecards are available

exclusively through UNC Lineberger, and make a wonderful
gift for any occasion.  To place your order, please visit

www.unclineberger.org/gift/events/notecard.asp 
or call the Office of External Affairs at 919-966-5905.
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calendarof events
O C T O B E R 2 0 0 7

1st Tickled Pink at Twilight for Women’s
Cancers, Top of the Hill, Chapel Hill, NC

2nd Tickled Pink Women’s Cancers Luncheon,
Squids, Chapel Hill, NC

4th Tickled Pink Women’s Cancers Luncheon,
Galloway Ridge, Pittsboro, NC

12th Third Annual Roy Williams’ Fast Break
Against Cancer, Smith Center, Chapel Hill, NC

N O V E M B E R 2 0 0 7

28th Norma Berryhill Distinguished Lecture,
Dr. H. Shelton Earp, Carolina Club, Chapel Hill, NC

J A N U A R Y 2 0 0 8

19th Lineberger Club Luncheon, Carolina
Club, Chapel Hill, NC
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Coast to Coast for Cancer
Seven young men from Chapel Hill and their two team leaders rode 3,700 miles across
the United States this summer to raise awareness of and funds for cancer research at
UNC Lineberger.

Sincere thanks to: Kit Brown, David Hare, Heath Hudgins, Matt Moulton, Daniel
Pearce, Angelo Sharp, Adams Conrad, and their team leaders, Brian Burnham and Chris
Allen, for their selfless spirit and tremendous effort.

They touched their tires in the Atlantic Ocean on June 10 in Aberdeen, Maryland and
in the Pacific Ocean on August 17 in Anacortes, Washington. Naming the ride WaBu
(Washington or Bust), these young men braved fierce lightning, hordes of mosquitoes,
and extreme heat during their journey, talking within communities across the United
States about the purpose of their trip.  In doing so, they have raised close to $17,000 for
cancer research at UNC Lineberger. 

They are a credit to their wonderful families and to North Carolina. Cancer patients
and their families draw courage and hope from their journey.  We salute theses inspiring
young men and appreciate enormously what they have accomplished.•

The WaBu Boys in Aberdeen, Maryland on June 10, as their journey began. 

3,700 miles and over two months later at the Pacific Ocean 
in Anacortes, Washington. Pictured left to right: Adams Conrad: 

Angelo Sharp: Heath Hudgins; Brian Burnham; David Hare; 
Daniel Pearce; Matt Moulton; Chris Allen; and Kit Brown.  
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